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Independent counsel Lawrence 
E. Walsh yesterday laid out “new 
and disturbing facts” that he said 
showed top government officials 
lied about then-President Ronald 
Reagan’s knowledge of a possibly 
illegal arms-for-hostages shipment 
to Iran in November 1985. 

In a report to Congress, Walsh 
made public much of the documen- 
tary evidence that he said he would 
have used at the trial of former de- 
fense secretary Caspar W. Wein- 



Detail Lies on Iran Affair, 



berger, whom then-President 
George Bush pardoned Dec. 24. 

Citing notes written by Weinber- 
ger and a top aide to then-Secretary 
of State George P. Shultz, Walsh 
said Weinberger “opposed disclos- 
ing the arms sales to the public and 
acquiesced as other administration 
officials provided information to 
members of Congress and to the 
public that Weinberger knew to be 
false.” 

The independent counsel de- 
scribed a series of White House 
meetings in November 1986, when 
the secret deals with Iran were be- 
coming public, at which Reagan’s 



aides were trying to cover up the 
president’s approval of the Novem- 
ber 1985 shipment of Hawk mis- 
siles to Iran. This was a particular 
concern because the shipment had 
been carried out with the aid of the 
CIA without formal presidential au- 
thorization and in apparent violation 
of the Arms Export Control Act. 

Making the situation more diffi- 
cult, Reagan had by then twice pub- 
licly stated that no laws had been 
broken in the course of the arms 
deals. 

Walsh said that at the first White 
House briefing for congressional 
leaders on the arms deals, then-na- 



Walsh Says 

tional security adviser John M. 
Poindexter falsely stated that there 
had been no transfer of arms to 
Tehran before January 1986, at- 
tempting to hide the 1985 Hawk 
shipment. Walsh said Reagan and 
others present at the Nov. 12 meet- 
ing, including Weinberger and then- 
Vice President Bush, knew Poin- 
dexter’s statements were false but 
“permitted them to stand.” 

At a subsequent National Secu- 
rity Council meeting on Nov. 24, 
then-Attorney General Edwin 
Meese III said the November 1985 
shipment was “not legal because no 
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[presidential] finding" had been 
signed, but Weinberger’s notes 
have Meese adding "President not 
- informed.” Walsh said Weinberger 
and others at the session, including 
Shultz, knew this was false. 

A day later, at a news confer- 
ence, Meese repeated the claim 
that the president had not known of 
the 1985 shipment when it oc- 
curred and did not learn about it un- 
til months later. 

Weinberger’s lawyer, Robert S. 



Bennett, issued a blistering state- 
ment yesterday accusing Walsh of 
releasing “a work of fiction . . . that 
is all old stuff which is not sup- 
ported by the evidence.” Bennett 
attacked Walsh as “a bitter man try- 
ing to rehabilitate a damaged rep- 
utation.” 

The independent counsel made 
his presentation in a voluminous 
“Fourth Interim Report to Con- 
gress,” including 49 pages of Wein- 
berger’s long-secret notes about 
the Iran-contra affair and a two-inch 
stack of exhibits that Walsh said he 
would have used at trial. The inde- 
pendent counsel promised that 
more details will be provided in his 
final report. 

Walsh charged that in pardoning 
Weinberger, Bush “thwarted the 
public airing" of the new evidence 
and prevented the trial of a former 
colleague “whose prosecution arose 
out of events in which the president 
himself participated.” 

If the Weinberger case had come 
to trial, Walsh said, former White 
House chief of staff Donald T. Regan 
would have testified that “he was 




